= Community Living Peterborough S Internal Newsletter
w? Building Inclusive Communities \\“\(‘,\%“a\\e““““\ October 30th, 2008 Issue #22

Creating a life around passion for music, enhances the lives of others

Submitted by Wendy Russell, Outcomes Facilitator, Community Living Peterborough

Anyone who knows Gerald Parks knows he loves
music. His life revolves around playing his
accordion, or at times, the harmonica, organ or
piano. It is no wonder then, that the many roles in
his life also revolve around music. Whether it is
playing at a nephew’s wedding, a friend’s
anniversary party, volunteering for seniors, or at
CLP’s Sherbrooke Resource Centre, he is always
happy to share his music. Not to say that he doesn’t
have a well balanced life which includes having
coffee with friends, regular get togethers with
family, trying new experiences like watching harness

racing, enjoying his cat, attending literacy classes and building skills toward an
ever increasing independence.
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But then again, we return to his major passion which filters throughout his life.
A trip to Niagara to visit friends included playing his accordion for their
neighbours. A good friend, maintained from past employment, shares his
passion for music and offers encouragement, as well
as providing maintenance for his instruments.
Gerald’s living room walls have pictures of him
playing at Trent Radio, at Crary Park, and at a Food
Bank Fundraiser. There are several volunteer
appreciation certificates in frames as well. Sharing
his gifts and creating a life around his passion not

only enhances Gerald’s Gerald receives a token of

life, but the lives of appreciation from CLP’s A.J.
others as well. McNaught for his volunteer
‘musical’ contributions
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